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Cornel
West in
St. Pete

Celebrating
30 years of
MLK events

Dr. Clifton Davis
BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — It
was 1983 when President
Ronald Reagan signed the
Federal King Holiday into
law. It was 1986 before the
nation officially observed
the holiday, and in that same
year, it was a St. Petersburg
resident, Sevell Brown III,
who envisioned commemorating Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. using more vibrant
actions than the traditional
mock civil rights marches.
Hoping to catalyze
greater youth involvement
with MLK Day celebrations,
Brown founded the National
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Drum Major for Justice Parade, Battle of the Bands
and Drum Line Extravaganza. First staged in St. Petersburg with other states
later replicating Brown’s
idea, the local parade has
typically drawn about
See MLK, page 8

Pastor Louis Murphy, Mayor Kriseman, Rev. Wayne Thompson and former mayor Rick Baker
were enthralled with Dr. Frederick Douglass Haynes III rousing speech.



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
For 29 years the life and
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. has been honored
at the annual Leadership
Awards Breakfast. The historic Coliseum, located

downtown at 535 4th Ave.
N., was packed again this
year with those wanting
change and in need of an inspirational message.
Dr. Frederick Douglass
Haynes III, a senior pastor
with Friendship-West Baptist Church in Dallas was
the keynote speaker who

led the sermon and energized the room.
“I was told that this was
the largest breakfast in the
country of its kind,” complimented Haynes who admitted to a little bragging
amongst his friends. “This
is already on my resume,”
he joked.

The National Council of
Negro Women (NCNW)
puts on the event every
year and each year it draws
the who’s who from Tampa
Bay and around the nation.
Angela Rouson, president
of the St. Petersburg chapter of the NCNW gave the
See AWARDS, pages 14

SCLC salutes community drum majors for justice
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Pinellas Technical College (PTC) played host to
the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference of
Pinellas County (SCLC)
and their second annual
Drum Major For Justice
Community
Awards
Breakfast.
Donald Dowridge, Jr.,

who dressed up in the
likeness of Frederick
Douglass, was the Master
of Ceremonies and Jeffrey Parker provided The
Youth Welcome.
“Everyone
repeat
after me: ‘I am the future,’” said Parker. After
the second attempt, the
room resonated with his
affirmation.
This year’s breakfast
See SCLC, page 7

L-R, James, Sr. and Laura Flynn with
Emma and Jeff Copeland.



Dr. Cornel West
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Dr. Cornel West took to the
pulpit at the Greater Mt.
Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church on Wed.,
Jan. 14 as the keynote
speaker in the second annual Heritage Lecture Series, made possible by St.
Petersburg College and
Pastor
Clarence
A.
Williams of Greater Mt.
Zion.
“It’s hard to write about
what you don’t know
about,” said Dr. William
Leon in his introductory remarks for West, “and our
speaker this evening has
written
about
‘black
prophetic fire,’ because he
truly, truly possesses it.”
The charismatic West
was indeed full of fire, putting on a dynamic, spirited
performance
for
the
packed house. With his
theological background,
he seemed right at home at
the pulpit: “What a pleasure
to be here in this consecrated space, you can just
feel the Spirit!” he boomed.
See WEST, page 15
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COMMUNITY NEWS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PERFORMANCE REVIEW AND NEEDS ASSESSMENT
January 29, 2015
Pinellas County is in the process of developing its five-year Consolidated Plan and Annual Action Plan
for FY 2015-2019 for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), Emergency Solutions Grant
(ESG), and HOME Investment Partnership Programs (HOME).
A public hearing to obtain citizens’ views on housing and community development needs, and on the
review of 2013-2014 program performance for the CDBG, ESG, and HOME Programs will be held on
Thursday, January 29, 2015, at 6:00, p.m. in the Planning and Development Services Conference Room,
1st Floor, 440 Court Street, Clearwater.
The County CDBG Program Area includes all unincorporated areas and the municipalities of Belleair,
Belleair Beach, Belleair Bluffs, Dunedin, Gulfport, Indian Rocks Beach, Indian Shores, Kenneth City,
Madeira Beach, North Redington Beach, Oldsmar, Pinellas Park, Redington Beach, Redington Shores,
Safety Harbor, St. Pete Beach, Seminole, South Pasadena, Tarpon Springs and Treasure Island. The
HOME Investment Partnership Program Area includes the above plus the City of Largo. ESG Program
Area is all of Pinellas County except the City of St. Petersburg (which also receives ESG funds).
The County will provide notice of additional public forums that will be scheduled during the
Consolidated Planning process to obtain citizen input on housing and community development needs
for the next five years beginning October 1, 2015 through September 30, 2020. Interested individuals
and organizations who wish to attend the public forums should be prepared to discuss these needs and
provide supporting documentation of these needs.
Persons are advised that if they decide to appeal any decision made at these hearings, they will need
a record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of
the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is
based.
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate in this
proceeding, you are entitled at no cost to you to the provision of certain assistance. If you need
assistance, please contact the Office of Human Rights, 400 South Ft. Harrison Avenue, #500, Clearwater
FL 33756, 727-464-4062 (V/TDD).

What is the real legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King’s life?
Dear Editor,
During this year’s celebration of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr’s life and legacy, I
found myself pondering
more and more about the
true meaning of his legacy
and to question if all of the
activities (i.e. breakfasts,
days of service, parades,
speeches, etc. etc. etc.) really have done more to
mock his legacy than to embrace it and build upon it.
When most of us ponder the legacy and life of Dr.
King, the usual response revolves around descriptors
of social protest centered
on non-violence, injustice,
racism and poverty. Those
answers do appropriately
identify his causes, but do
they accurately define his
legacy?
I say no to merely limiting discussions and activities around Dr. King’s
legacy as just political and
social descriptors of his
causes. This lack of knowledge has been the under
pennant for the sad mischaracterization of the barrage of activities that have
surfaced as a celebration of
his life and legacy.
Take for example the

1955 Montgomery bus
boycott, this campaign by
some accounts lasted for
382 days, some accounts
have it shorter and some
accounts longer. The point
is the campaign attacking
the policy of racial desegregation in the Montgomery,
Ala. transit system took
place over an extended period of time. The ruling declaring desegregation of
Alabama’s transit system as
unconstitutional by the
U.S. Supreme Court did not
happen after a one day or
week long campaign.
The Montgomery bus
boycott, which history has
defined as one of the pivotal
events of the Civil Rights
Movement, resulted in the
Supreme Court’s favorable
ruling only after courage,
struggle, sacrifice and
struggle.
These symbolic activities have served the world
well as an awareness of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.’s
legacy, but now during
these times of complex social, political and economic
uncertainties that plague us
today — now more than
ever — it is time we get to
work, operating within the

true spirit of Dr. King’s
legacy
as
evidenced
through hard work, sacrifice and unyielding focus on
the goal!
“The ultimate measure
of a man is not where he
stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but
where he stands in times of
challenge and controversy.”
–Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
“Human progress is neither automatic nor inevitable... Every step
toward the goal of justice requires sacrifice, suffering,
and struggle; the tireless
exertions and passionate
concern of dedicated individuals.” — Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
Maria Scruggs!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Oratorical contest on safety
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

Many activities canvassed the City of St. Petersburg on Dr. Martin Luther King Day.
Standing at the podium at Bethel Metropolitan Church were middle and high school students speaking their views on “What safety means to me and my family” in an oratorical
contest sponsored by Friends of the James Weldon Johnson Library as one of the many
service projects funded by a grant throughout the city. Pictured are a few participants
in the event.

(Left)
Kevin
Johnson,
vice president,
Friends of
James Weldon
Johnson
Library, Inc.

Participants in the
oratorical contest.

High school category
1st Place – Aaliyah Buchanan
2nd Place – Ciera Burgess

Izaiah Harris, Maya Wade,
Aaliyah Buchanan, Ciera Burgess

Contest judges Gwen Malloy, Sharian
Thurman Reeves, Boe Norwood

Middle school category
1st Place- Maya Wade
2nd place- Izaiah Harris

Local AKA sorority passes torch to
new president
ST. PETERSBURG —
Members of Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. recently
passed the leadership
torch to its newly elected
president
Cassandra
Williams.
Williams has been a
member of the sorority
since 1994 and provides
a wealth of knowledge
and experience to the organization. She earned a
bachelor’s of science in
accounting from University of South Florida and
a Master Degree in Public Administration from
Nova Southeastern University. She is also a Certified Public Accountant
employed with Pinellas
County Government.
Williams said her vision is to continue moving
the chapter forward while
building upon a nearly 60
year legacy of sisterhood
and service.
“I am humbled and
honored that the members of Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter have provided me this wonderful
opportunity to serve in
such a meaningful capacity,” Williams said. “The
responsibility of leading
this chapter is indeed a
blessing and a privilege
that I do not take lightly.”
She previously served
the chapter as vice president, treasurer and program chairman. Williams
is a member of Mt. Zion

A.M.E. Church, is married
to her husband Frank
Williams and has two sons
Justin and Devante.
The following chapter
officers will also support
and help guide Williams
during her 2015-16 administration: Vice President,
Attorney Lisa Brody; Corresponding
Secretary,
Kyesha Robinson; Recording Secretary, Dharvette
Barwick; Treasurer, Debora Dandridge; Assistant
Treasurer, Joi Davies; Financial
Secretary,
LaTonya Alexander; Assistant Financial Secretary,
Joyce Bell; Historian, Myrtle Williams; Curator, Inez
Ford, Ivy Leaf reporter,
Lesley Cooper; hostess,
Yolanda Fintak; assistant
hostess, Angela Owens;
chaplain, Loretta Gilstrap;
Parliamentarian, Manitia

Moultrie and Sergeant at
Arms, Denise Smith.
Under the dynamic
leadership of the sorority’s
international president
Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson, Williams will guide
the local chapter in implementing a full spectrum of
new program initiatives focused on five target areas:
Educational Enrichment,
Health Promotion, Family
Strengthening, Environmental Ownership and
Global Impact.
The community is also
invited to save the weekend of December 18-20,
2015 as the ladies of Zeta
Upsilon Omega Chapter
will celebrate its 60th year
anniversary of providing
service and scholarships
to the St. Petersburg community.
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DAY OF SERVICE EVENTS

The Carter G. Woodson African American Museum’s
Day of Service project was called Princesses
Honoring the King. This two-day literacy and personal
growth event featured a book club and brunch for
girls in the community between the ages of 7-11. The
girls were taught boldness, courageousness and
bravery through the Ruby Bridges story and
paralleled it with Dr. King’s story.

Pinellas Community
Church’s Feed St. Pete
Hunger Project included
volunteers packing and
distributing nutritious,
shelf-stable meals to
low income, homeless
individuals and families
in the St. Petersburg
community.

The ladies of the Delta Sigma Theta - St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter held a two-day
conference for young ladies called Real Girls Rock: Mind, Body and Soul. Conference
workshops focused on health, fitness, nutrition, body image and self-worth, in addition to
promoting psychological and emotional development.

The Midtown Celebrity Club’s
Day of Service project was a
collaborative effort to beautify
Play lot #3 in the Midtown area. Paulette Jones and her mentoring group, along
with the Zeta Phi Beta Sorority planted three trees representing racial equality,
economic prosperity and peace and non-violence. They also planted flower beds
and ended the celebration with food for everyone.
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DAY OF SERVICE EVENTS

Fab 15 Enterprises hosted a baseball legacy project.
They aimed to preserve the history of African Americans in
baseball and the reviving of the sport in the inner city.
This baseball camp helped with the fundamentals of the
sport and also added an educational component focusing
on the impact of African Americans.

The African American Heritage Association
partnered with the Pinellas County Urban League
and the Professional Opportunities Program for
Students to organize and execute a community
effort to clean up the historic Lincoln Cemetery.

The 20th Street Youth Department packed and
delivered 250 senior health and wellness
baskets. The baskets were filled with fruit,
snacks, hygiene items, medical supplies and
literature containing health information for
seniors residing in Midtown area. L-R,
Jorden and Robert Schofield, AJ Walters.

Friends of James Weldon Johnson Library held a public safety seminar
for the elderly and youth on Saturday. Participants learned how to be
safe in their homes from fire and things of that nature.
A police officer came out and conducted a brief seminar on bullying
and where to go for help. Books on safety were passed out for the
children and safety kits for the adults.

6

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2015

DAY OF SERVICE EVENTS
Edible Peace Patch Project, Inc.
installed an educational schoolyard
garden using Hugelkultur, which is a
German technique where you
removed the nature soil and replace it
with log mulch, regular mulch,
fish, shrimp and compostable
materials with topsoil. Once it starts to
decomposed, vegetables will be
planted. This year round project will
go into the classroom with a
curriculum teaching the students the
science of gardening.

The ladies of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. - Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter and the men
from Eta Rho Chapter of Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity joined the
Kidz World Preschool staff in
beautifying and enhancing three
of their playgrounds. They
painted and replaced fencing,
replaced outdoor toys and
games and distributed
character building and
multicultural/diverse books.
Mercy Keepers, Inc. food pantry opened their doors an extra day
this week as a part of their Day of Service project. Residents of
St. Petersburg and surrounding communities were welcomed to a
bag of food that contained a whole chicken, rice, can goods,
Ramen Noodles and a box desert. Pantry hours are usual
Tuesday and
Thursday
from
10-noon
and 12:451:45 pm.
Mercy
Keepers is a
ministry of
20th Street
Church of
Christ,
825 20th
St. S.
Cross & Anvil Human Services offered free HIV/AIDS testing and informative literature
and distributed backpacks filled with hygiene products such as toothbrushes,
toothpaste and washcloths. Also, lunch was on them with sandwiches for everyone!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Second annual Drum Major for Justice Community Awards Breakfast
From SCLC, page 1

was sponsored by Attorney
James Flynn, Your Southside Lawyer. He shelled out
money from his pocket to
make the event possible.
Around 350 people attended this free breakfast
honoring positive role models in the community, about
100 more people than last
year.
“We’re targeting people
that will not have an opportunity to go to the other
MLK breakfast,” said Jeffery Copeland, executive
director of the SCLC speaking about the breakfast put
on by the National Council
of Negro Women. “We are
free; show up and eat and
enjoy yourselves.”
Copeland and Toriano
Parker, president of the
SCLC, in recent years have
jump-started the Pinellas
County chapter after lying
dormant for four years. In
that time, the SCLC has
sponsored food drives,
given away turkeys on
Thanksgiving and with the
help of Flynn started a free
shuttle service for the elderly.
“We are a true grass-

roots organization,” said
Copeland. “We help people
all year long. I’m dedicated
to helping the underprivileged and underserved.”
The audience reflected
a future sparkling with
hope as multiple ethnicities
and religions hugged,
shook hands and cordially
greeted each other. The
PTC rotunda had been
transformed into a village
of harmony and diversity.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
would have been proud.
Keynote speaker Louis
Murphy, Jr. credited his
success as a professional
NFL player with the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers to his family and people in the community who worked with
him to build strong character, a sense of purpose and
an anchored spiritual foundation.
A sentiment Copeland
echoes. “It’s about getting
our families together back
as one. I believe the crime
rate will go down if we keep
our families together.
Brother John Muhammad reiterated his desire to
work with all people in the

community, no matter what
their religious affiliation or
race, to forge a brighter future for the family, the community and the city. He was
one of seven Community
Awards recipients who
have made it their civic
duty to provide a web of
community services to directly meet the needs of
senior citizens and specifically young adults.
Community
Service
Award Recipients
Lyn
Johnson
Community Service Award
Nikki Gaskin-Capehart
Community Service & Government Award
Tamara Felton-Howard
Women’s Drum Major For
Justice & Equality Award
Kameel
Stanley
Community Service Award
Brother John Muhammad Presidents Award
La
Shante
Keys
Role Model Award For
Young Men
James
E.
Flynn
“Your Southside Lawyer”
Humanitarian Of The Year
Award
Accepting the Community Service Award in

media for Johnson, who
was unable to attend, was
her aunt Irene Pridgen. She
praised her niece for embracing and expanding the
iconic newspaper that her
brother, Cleveland Johnson, started with $40 in
1967.
Copeland
presented
Flynn’s parents with their
son’s award for Humanitarian Of The Year Award because he was under the
weather and unable to attend.
“He used his own
money to purchase a custom Mercedes Sprinter passenger van to provide
transportation for the elderly who has no other
means of transportation,”
said Copeland.
The awards breakfast
was immediately followed
by The Gathering of
Women, Inc. 2015 MLK
Day of Service project
called Man Camp Youth
Summit. This summit for
youth ages 13-19 focusing
on the challenges facing
minority youth in education, health, mental health,
the juvenile justice system,

adolescent parenthood, sisterhood/brotherhood, and
positive self-development.
More than 60 participants of the summit attended the breakfast and
feasted, alongside the rest
of the crowd, on catfish,
grits, bacon, eggs and
sausage catered by Blue
Nile Market on 16th Street
South.
“It’s about the people,
not me,” said Copeland
humble to the bone. “I love
people. I don’t care if your
white, black, purple or
green, if you’re people I
love you.”
A perfect sentiment to

honor Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s legacy and close
out the Drum Major For
Justice Community Awards
Breakfast.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Hires Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face

Call (727) 642-7475




   





  


 

 


 




SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES

Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.



Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more




Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg

Celebrating 48 years in business!

(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Awards Banquet kicks Off MLK weekend
From MLK, page 1

100,000 people annually, one
of the largest MLK parades
in the nation.
To kick off the 30th anniversary of this homegrown MLK event series,
the National Christian
League of Councils (NCLC)
and The Martin Luther King
Jr. Holiday & Legacy Association, Inc. hosted the Drum
Major for Justice Awards
Banquet Fri., Jan. 16 at the
downtown Hilton in St. Petersburg.
Brown, who is the national coordinator for the
MLK Holiday & Legacy Association, Inc. and the national director for NCLC,
estimated an attendance of
300 people at the banquet.
Trevor Pettiford, a reporter with Bay News 9,
acted as Master of Ceremonies for the banquet.
Comfortably
grouped
around tables, the guests
were quickly treated to the
sweetly melancholic voice of
Pastor Andre Campbell of
Elim SDA Church, one of
multiple musical entertainers for the night.
A duo from The St. Pete
Mime Ministry put on a
hauntingly stunning performance, the singer in the
shadows as the mime acted
out the words and emotions
of each song. In contrast, the
performances by gospel

recording artists Elder
Kelvin Jackson and Derek
Smith both got many audience members up and dancing along to the jazzy music
and clever lyrics.
Between entertainers,
Brown took to the stage and
honored several community
and youth organizations for
their commitment to helping
all spectrums of society. He
also recognized the St. Petersburg Sheriff’s Department and local city and
school officials for their continued support of his MLK
commemorative creation.
Guest speakers included
Sheriff Bob Gualtieri, Mayor
Rick Kriseman and representatives from the Pinellas
County School Board. Several speakers wove remarks
on Dr. King’s message with
anecdotes
about
the
progress of the AfricanAmerican community in St.
Petersburg and across the
globe, helping keep the
night’s theme at the forefront of the audience’s mind.
The highly anticipated
keynote speaker for the
event was Dr. Clifton Davis,
an actor, singer, producer,
minister and Grammy-nominated composer who first
got involved with Brown’s
three-pronged MLK event in
2009.
Davis welcomed the ban-

quet guests to the celebration of “the first, the oldest,
the original and the largest”
MLK celebration of its kind.
With a captive audience, he
spoke eloquently about Dr.
King’s struggles and accomplishments.
“Dr. King was called the
Drum Major for Freedom
and Justice and with his
leadership, the world would
change for all people and the
freedom envisioned by our
nation’s founding fathers
was made tangible, like a
breeze that tilts the sails of
all the individual ships of
dreams,” Davis said. “With
his life, Dr. King harmonized with heaven in the
righteous song of non-violence, peace, love forgiveness, salvation, equality,
justice and freedom.”
During his speech, Davis
quoted Dr. King and read
the Langston Hughes’ poem
“A Dream Deferred.” He
also recounted his personal
experiences with discrimination and segregation.
“I had a great awakening
as a boy from up north
going to college in Alabama
in 1963,” Davis said. “I remember being forced by my
ethnicity to drink water from
the colored drinking fountain. I remember being
forced to pass by the restrooms marked ‘whites-only’

– it was a dehumanizing
time in our nation’s history
and … I remember feeling
robbed of my dignity and
desperately dreaming of
freedom.”
After ending his keynote
speech to a standing ovation,
Davis was presented with
the “Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Drum Major for Justice
Legend, Lifetime Achievement and Legacy Award in
Music, TV, Broadway and
the Movie Industry.”
A surprised Brown was
also presented with an
award “for his hard work,
dedication and unselfish
service.”
As part of this multi-day
event, the Drum Major for
Justice Battle of Bands and
Drum Line Extravaganza
was held Sun., Jan. 18 at the
Tropicana Field. As in previous years, high school and
university high-step marching bands from across the
nation participated in this
event.
“It’s good to see the multiracial nature of the Battle of
the Bands and that they’re
not just black bands and not
just white bands, they’re
multiracial, mixed and diverse bands—because that’s
the world that Dr. King
dreamed of, a world where
people were respected not
for their color but for the

content of their character,”
Davis said.
The final event was the
MLK National Drum Major
for Justice Parade held
Mon,, Jan. 19, a three-hour
procession of marching
bands and of floats designed
by local schools, churches
and businesses. The procession wove through designated streets in downtown
St. Petersburg, with bleachers set up for the general
public to get a better view.

According to Brown, he
thought of the battle of
bands and the parade as a
means of inspiring youth to
be involved with MLK Day.
“Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
was a young man when he
started to rally for the freedoms of African Americans;
the Civil Rights Movement
was predominately a youth
movement and youth must
learn about that struggle
and be involved in future
movements.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
34th Annual MLK High School Essay Contest
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Enoch Davis Community
Center sponsored its 31st
Annual MLK Essay Contest
Thurs., Jan. 15 to celebrate
the life and legacy of one of
our staunch bulwarks for
justice and equality, the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.
After a panel read
through a stack of essays
written by high school students form Gibbs High
School, six finalists were
chosen to present their essays and compete for
prizes.
Audience
members
waited to hear what the six
students had to say about
the impact of Dr. King then
and now. Each recipient acknowledged that progress
has been made, however,
they also emphasized that
we have to lock arms and
minds together to defeat
the cancer of bigotry and

racism whenever it surfaces because its sole purpose is to divide and
conquer.
Community advocate
Charlene Sanders introduced the finalists to the
panel of three judges and
the audience before they
read their essays.
The freshmen and
sophomore
contestants
who presented their essays
ranged in age from 14-16
years old. Two 10th
graders Evan Randolph, 16,
and Aidan Schaffert, 15,
both won honorable mention and a cash prize of $25.
Tenth grader Kinah
Seu, 15, took third place in
the competition to win $75.
Freshmen Abigail Altieri,
14, represented her grade
with a powerful speech that
propelled her to first runner up and a prize of $100.
Sophomore
Jason
Charos, 16, came in first
place with his essay entitled “The Legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.—

There is More to Be Done.”
He won a $200 cash prize.
“There are still people
that long for justice and
equality,” read Charos.
“There are certain avenues
on which change can be
driven forward and arrive
at men’s hearts.”
In his essay Charos observed that the media must
play an important role in
the future of social equality:
“The mindset of superiority and of social prejudices are what must come
to a complete stop...with
wisdom, the media can be
used as a tool to improve
people’s understanding of a
human quality...we must
use the media in order to
give comments to pictures
of justice, equality, love and
compassion between all
kinds of people to affect attitudes in a positive way.”
Charos was honored
with the opportunity to
present his essay at the Memorial Service at Greater
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church

Sun., Jan. 18 and early
Monday morning he and
an accompanying adult
were able to attend the 29th
Annual MLK Leadership
Awards Breakfast at the
Coliseum.
One finalist, Skyler Tuason, was unable to attend
the event due to a prior
school commitment.
Jarrish Jones, a program specialist for Youth
Build, presided as the Master of Ceremonies, and Andrew Dixon, of Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity, Inc., presented the awards to the finalists.
Sponsors for the event
were Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., Theta Eta Lambda
Educational Foundation and
the St. Petersburg Chapter of
the Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Commemorative Committee.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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The MLK Candlelight Vigil
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN

18.

Staff Writer

La’Zaire Reese opened
the program with the song
“We’ve Come This Far By
Faith.” Manita Moultrie,
AKA Academy, welcomed
and thanked the standingroom-only crowd for attending. The Prayer For
Mankind was delivered by

ST. PETERSBURG —
The 2015 Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Candlelight Vigil packed the
Carter G. Woodson Museum with a standing room
only crowd last Sun., Jan.






Erica McCallister.
Councilmember Charlie Gerdes, chair of the St.
Petersburg City Council,
greeted everyone by reflecting on the significance
of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. in his own life. He also
expressed his support for
the Carter G. Woodson

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

  


 












 
 










 



Museum and its vital role
as an artistic and cultural
medium for St. Petersburg.
Additional musical entertainment was provided
by the I Have A Dream
Mass Choir under the direction of Dr. K. Bernard
Parrott, Valerie Houston,
India Welch and Songful

Soul Stacy.
As the day transitioned
into night, the procession
into the gardens was led by
Chandler Houston on the
saxophone as India Welch,
Valerie Houston and Songful Soul Stacy sang “This
Little Light of Mine.”
Each individual in the

procession was handed a lit
candle as they exited the
museum and walked to the
other side of the gardens.
Once everyone was assembled around the circular
mini-stage, the group
started singing “We Shall
Overcome.”

The Law Offices of K. V. Rubin, PA
Attorney Karmika V. Rubin
NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS FOR
FORECLOSURE AND FAMILY LAW CASES.
Call 727 512-8261 or
Email info@Rubinslaw.com
today for a consultation!
You DON’T Have to Fight Alone.
Serving Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco and Hernando Counties.
The hiring of an attorney is a serious decision and should not be based solely on advertisement alone.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





 




  

  

 




  

   




 
   




 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





“Breaking Chains While
Learning How To
Love Our City Into
The Kingdom Of God”
Rev. Sarah Edwards will be teaching a Servant Leadership
Connecting Point Bible Course for Clergy, Lay Ministers and
Christians of all ages who desire to serve their neighborhood and
the city, for the glory of God. Synopsis: ‘Wherein God’s methods are
many, His principles are few. You will be taught how to embrace
your true value in Christ Jesus. How to become empowered to
unashamedly and publicly return God’s love to Him by putting
‘neighbor’ back into your own neighborhoods, community and city.
Thereby, fulfilling God’s royal law in practical ways.

Glad Tidings Assembly Of God Church • Pastor Randy Helms, Lead Pastor
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 FMI: 727.323.5017

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712



 


 
     
  
  





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





  
 
  



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.





Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.




 






 
  

 

 
  



 


 




  
 

 


 






 

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015








THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core, the
belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
lost world hungry and thirsty
for the word of God. At St.
Mark, we as a body of believers are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity,
praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Church Events for Jan.
Church Events for Janu-

ary 2015
Jan 23 - Music Council
Meeting-7:00 p.m.
Jan 24 - Unity Choir Rehearsal-7:00 p.m.
Jan 26 - Unity Choir Rehearsal-7:00 p.m. Deaconess
Meeting-10:00 a.m. Minister’s
Wives Meeting-10:00 a.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study

the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2 - 4
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church, “God’s House to
the City,” under the leadership of Dr. Rickey L. Houston
extends an invitation to the
community to join us as we
declare the living Word of
God. Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School and at 10:15 a.m.
worship service. Bible Study
and Teen Summit/ Children
Rising are held on Wednesday at 7 pm.
We cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both individually and corporately;
and we communicate God’s
truth at every opportunity,
building a stronger congregation and community to the
Glory of God. Living out
these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also

encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line
727-321-9645.
The Laymen Ministry is
actively preparing to present
Tony Evans “Kingdom Man”
This is a study on the principles of biblical manhood.
Kingdom Man challenges
and equips men to fully understand their position under
God as well as their position
over what God has given
them. The Laymen Ministry
of Bethel Metropolitan invites
all men to join them in this
journey. The study will begin
Tuesday February 10, 2015
at 6:00 pm. Call church office
for additional information.
“Knowing Jesus Christ in
2015” II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8
Telephone: 727-327-0554

Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org
First Mt. Zion is sponsoring a trip, “Cruising on The
Living Water With God” during the spring dates of March
29 - April 2, 2015. This four
day excursion will be sailing
from Port Canaveral aboard
the
Carnival
Sensation
to Freeport and Nassau in the
Bahamas.
If you are still interested,
the final date for registration
is Jan. 24. You may contact
Cruise Consultant, Mrs. Gloria Campbell at 727-4340072 for adult and children’s
rates and other specific details.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr. and the entire Mt
Zion family extend an
open invitation to join us
not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout
the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday
Bible
Study – Noonday and 6
p.m.
Attention
Parents!
Reading and Math Enhancement Tutoring is
being provided by Certified Teachers & Parapro-

fessionals, Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 5:30 p.m.
to 7 p.m. in the Human
Services Building at 945 20th St. S. For more information contact Doris Newton or Joel Shedrick at
727-822-0443, Extension
301.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive
is now social. Checkout
the latest events, ministry
news, and more by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER and YOUTUBE

(Keyword: MZPMBC).
Visit our website and let’s
get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements,
please
contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary
Baptist
Church. 955 20th St. S., St.
Petersburg Florida. 727894-4311,
email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

To the COMMUNITY
AT-LARGE, the Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
the Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Official Family and the
entire Church Family extend
to you a cordial invitation to
join “THE SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45 am or the
10:45 am worship service,
and Sunday Church School at
9:30 am. Come join us as we
take this Christian journey
for it is Our Mission as a
Church Family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the
world, preaching the gospel
to the unsaved and teaching
the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.
We are expecting GREAT
things from the Lord in 2015,
Friendship, the Church that
WELCOMES ALL SINNERS,
COME AS YOU ARE.
Weekly Bible Studies and
other Church activities:
Wednesday, Noon Day (12:00
pm) and Prayer and Bible
Study (7:00 pm) and AWANA
Youth Enrichment program,
something special for every
child, learning about God
while having fun. The Bread
of Life Ministry continues
providing a needed service to
our Senior and Disabled

members. Please see Sister
Lorriane Rogers for further
information. The Clothing
Pantry is opened every 2nd
and 4th Thursday of the
month, from 9:00 am to 12:00
noon. Continue to Pray for
our Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Men/Women in Uniform,
and Bereaved Families.
Month of January 2015:
Jan. 24 – 10:00 am – West
Coast Baptist District Association Mid-Winter Board
Meeting, Golden Corral Private Banquet Room, 4532 S.
Florida Ave., Lakeland,
Florida.
Jan. 25 – 4:00 pm – Bethel
Missionary Baptist Church,
Orlando, Florida, Dr. Rolle
Murray Jr., is the Pastor. Pastor Evans, designated Choir,
Ushers and Members will
Celebrate Dr. Murray's 30th
Pastoral Anniversary.
Jan. 31 – 9:00 am until
12:00 pm (Noon) – ERT
Training in the Upper Room.
SAVE THE DATE:
Feb. 4 – 7:00 pm – Officers and Leaders Installation
Service.
Feb. 8 – GO RED SUNDAY, Both Worship Services.
Feb 13 - 7:00 pm – Married Couples Valentine Event.

NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 and PRESS 2.
Thought for the Week:
WE DON'T HAVE A FAITH
PROBLEM – WE HAVE A
BELIVETH
PROBLEM.
FEAR AND WORRY ARE
THE SIGNS OF UNBELIVETH GETTING IN THE
WAY OF YOUR BLESSING.
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712. Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
WE ARE NOW “LIVE
STREAMING”: Visit Our
W e b s i t e :
www.fmbctheship.net
&
CLICK on the PASTOR'S
IMAGE at the top of the
Page.
Also Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The MLK Memorial Service: There is more to be done
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — Acclaimed author Dr. Ray Arsenault was the keynote speaker
at the Mt. Zion African
Methodist Episcopal Church
Sun., Jan. 18 for a Day of Service lecture series presented by
The St. Petersburg Interfaith
Association.
Arsenault, the John Hope
Franklin professor of Southern
History at USF St. Pete, is the
author of “Freedom Riders:
1961 and the Struggle for
Racial Justice.” The 2006 work
explores how a group of determined
volunteers
—
African American and white
—joined together to defy Jim
Crow statutes in buses and terminals in their quest for racial
equality.
His book provided much of
the basis for a 2011 PBS documentary of the same name. Arsenault even appeared on the
Oprah Winfrey show in an
episode devoted to the Freedom Riders.
“I can’t help but think that
50 years ago this gathering
would have been illegal,” Arsenault said in his opening remarks. “We’d all be handcuffed
and taken to off to jail for consorting with each other.”
The author recalled his
time as a research assistant in
the late 1960s at Princeton for
history professor Sheldon
Hackney, who was married to
Lucy Durr, the daughter of
Rosa Parks’ attorney, Clifford
Durr. It was Clifford Durr, Arsenault pointed out, who bailed
Parks out of jail after she was
arrested for refusing to give up
her seat on a Montgomery,
Ala., bus in December 1955.
Arsenault explained that
working under Hackney, a
man who was deeply involved
in the struggle for civil rights,
was the beginning of a new
chapter of his life.
“Working for him opened
up a new and previously-hidden world to me,” Arsenault
said, “A world of black and
white activists dedicated to
bringing racial equality and social justice to America, and creating what they and Dr. King
called the ‘Beloved Community.’”
Though Arsenault had
lived most of his life in the
South, he was at Princeton, N.J.
in April, 1968 when Dr. King
was assassinated.
“I can still remember the
utter shock and sadness and
fear when I heard the news
that he had been murdered,
that he was gone,” he recalled. “I remember wondering, ‘What will become of us
now? What will become of the
nation that is just beginning to
live up to its professed ideals of

liberty and justice for all?’”
In the years that followed,
Dr. King has become a national
icon, Arsenault said, as there
has been a federal holiday established on his birthday and
even a monument to him in
Washington. Yet in the process
of turning him into national
hero we may have “robbed
him of the deepest meanings of
his life,” he said.
“Every year the nation
pays tribute with parades to a
man that was saintly and safe,”
Arsenault attested. “As a historian that’s spent years on the
Civil Rights Movement, I’m
here to tell you that Dr. King
may have been saintly, but he
was never safe,” adding, “I
think we need to remember
him for what he really was: a
nonviolent revolutionary who
dreamed of transforming the
nation and the world.”
Arsenault said Dr. King
was determined to turn back
what the reverend called the
quadruple threat of evil:
racism, poverty, materialism
and
militarism.
Calling
Dr. King a man with “fire in his
belly,” Arsenault said we
should remember the “radical”
King—”radical in the best
sense of that term.”
Showing slides during his
lecture of various people and
places integral to the Civil
Rights Movement—including
the 16th Street Baptist Church
in Birmingham, Ala., (site of
the infamous 1963 racially-motivated bombing that killed four
African-American girls) and
various members of the Freedom Riders—Arsenault aimed
to deliver a message of hope
and empowerment by paying
tribute to select friends and disciples of Dr. King, some of
whom Arsenault personally
knew.
“Most of them are still
alive,” Arsenault said, “out
there fighting nonviolently for
justice.” He then quipped:
“They’re troublemakers of the
best kind.”
This tribute included former Freedom Riders such as
Congressman John Lewis, the
Rev. Bernard Lafayette, the
Rev. Ben Cox and Ed Blankenheim.
“Time and again he’s been
voted by his colleagues as the
most admired member of Congress,” Arsenault said of
Lewis, “which is quite extraordinary because he has powerful beliefs. He’s no shrinking
violet,” adding that Lewis had
been arrested many times as
an activist.
Lewis appeared on the
Oprah Winfrey show and sat
directly next to Elwin Wilson,
a former Klansman who had
beaten Lewis and other African
Americans during a Freedom
Rides melee in the 1960s. Dur-

ing a heartfelt moment in the
show, Lewis accepted Wilson’s
apology and said of Wilson:
“He’s the first and only person
who’s ever apologized to me,”
exemplifying the spirit of forgiveness.
Tampa native Rev. Bernard
Lafayette was another thoroughly admirable disciple
of Dr. King, Arsenault said, and
a roommate of John Lewis
roommate at one time.
“It was Lafayette who
started the first voting rights
project in Selma in 1963,” the
professor said, a monumental
task in those days. He also expressed his disappointment in
the film Selma in that Lafayette
was left out.
He added that Cox organized the first sit-in at a high
school, in High Point, N.C., and
noted that the late Blankenheim, “a white carpenter from
Arizona who for some reason
decided he had to become a
Freedom Rider,” was active in
the fight for social rights up to
the end of his life. Even as a
wheelchair-bound septuagenarian, Blankenheim chained
himself to a bus in San Francisco to force transit authorities
to accommodate people with
disabilities, Arsenault explained.
Arsenault also lauded the
accomplishments of the Rev.
Fred Shuttlesworth, who “invited, demanded, cajoled that
Dr. King to come to Birming-

ham in 1963” and educator
Odessa Woolfolk, who Arsenault called the “the driving
force behind the creation of the
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute.”
In closing, Arsenault
praised John Hope Franklin,
calling him the “original Cornel
West,” adding that the late
Franklin is the historian “who
all but invented the field of
African-American history.”
Franklin, best known for
his seminal 1947 work “From
Slavery to Freedom” that has
sold millions of copies, was
awarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian honor in
1995. Passing away in March
of 2009 at 94, Lewis lived just
long enough to see Barack
Obama sworn in the country’s
first African American president, Arsenault said.
“He’s gone like Dr. King,
but his legacy lives on in his
books and in the many lives he
touched,” Arsenault said,
adding, “as he’d like to say, ‘If
we don’t know where we’ve
been, there’s little or no hope of
finding our way to where we’d
like to be.’ And this truth,
which is essentially saying that
knowledge is power, is the lesson that I want to stress for our
children and grandchildren,
who by the grace of God, will
be the freedom fighters of the
future.”
The event also featured the

winner of the 2015 Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Essay Contest,
Jason Charos, delivering his
work that took the top prize,
“The Legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. — There Is
More To Be Done.” Charos received a standing ovation for
his profound thoughts.
Mayor Rick Kriseman and
Deputy Mayor Kanika Tomalin were on hand to deliver
their personal greetings and
reflections, while St. Pete Police Chief Anthony Holloway
offered a call to unity.
“August 1963, Dr. King
gave his famous speech, ‘I
Have a Dream,’” Holloway proclaimed. “Now I have a dream
that I want to share with you. I
dream that we can get our
young people back on track,”
adding that it takes a community-wide effort to keep young
people from making mistakes
that can land them in prison,
and stressed the necessity
of generations coming together to achieve this end.
“We always say it takes a

village to raise a child,” the
Chief observed. “I think it’s
time for our village to wake up
and start raising our kids!”
The interfaith event was
marked by a variety of prayers
and choral presentations.
Rabbi Michael Torop of Temple Beth-El blew the shofar, a
traditional Jewish instrument
that dates back 5,000 years;
Mikal Hanee of the Tampa Bay
Islamic Community gave a call
to worship, a prayer sung before every congregational
prayer service in the Muslim
tradition and Sepideh Eskandari of the Baha’i Community
of St. Pete also offered an opening prayer.
The Alumni Singers, the Ismaili Community Council for
Florida Choir, the Love First
Christian Center Choir and
Christ Gospel Mass Choir provided uplifting choral presentations.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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2015 Leadership Awards Breakfast was a huge success
From AWARDS, page 1

occasion and Mayor Rick
Kriseman acknowledged the
council in their efforts to remind others of the meaning
of the word “leadership,”
which was exactly the message that Haynes kept bringing back to the table.
“Today I’d like to talk
about ‘it’s your turn,’” said
Haynes who felt obliged to recount an experience he had
while watching Selma, a recently released film depicting
Martin Luther’s King’s campaign to secure equal voting
rights, at his local theater.
Haynes described a situation where he watched as two
brothers sat nearby. The older
one trying to educate his
younger sibling on the topic
of civil rights only to have him
fall asleep during the movie
time and time again.
“I hope you realize that
this has nothing to do with
missing the movie,” explained Haynes who admired
the brother who attempted to
school his younger brother in
black history and to repeatedly wake him up. “But

everything to do with missing the meaning, the message, the legacy and the
lesson from what took place
in Selma, Ala. 50 years ago.”
Haynes spotlighted the
need for everyone in the
community to have a voice
and to sing it loud because he
feels there is still a need for a
revolution.
“We need to wake up to a
criminal justice system that is
criminal and unjust,” he said
while highlighting that our
nation leads the world in
prison population even
though according to the pastor we don’t have a crime rate
that reflects the amount of
jailed men and women. He
believes our prison system
has become overrun with individuals who are afflicted
with an addiction and that the
war on drugs has now become a war on the poor.
“I hope we gathered here
because we don’t want to
sleep through a revolution,”
Haynes said. “We want to
wake up because prison has
become a consequence of

black and brown bodies.”
Awards were presented
to distinguished members of
the community for their leadership skills and determination to make a difference.
Former mayor and current
president of the Edwards
Group, Rick Baker, conferred
upon Gwen Reese the Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Leadership Award for her untiring
service to the community.
“You see her everywhere,” said Baker who believes those who give of
themselves selflessly need to
be recognized for the work
they do. “It’s so important for
us to be continually reminded
of the importance of the life
and legacy of Dr. King.”
Reese was chosen because she made a personal
commitment to serve humanity and promote the
teachings of Dr. Martin
Luther King and his legacy.
Reese serves as president of
the African American Heritage Association of St. Petersburg and is co-facilitator
of the Agenda 2010 and Be-

yond Initiative, as well as, lead
planner of the Heritage Trail
that was finished just last
year. By generously giving
her time in order to work
with others, Reese has
proven she is a local hero.
“I truly believe that each
of us is born with a unique
song in our hearts,” said
Reese who hopes the song of
love, compassion and service
will become a song of oneness. “Sing your song with all
your heart.”
Channel 10 news anchor
Reginald Roundtree, who
was blown away by the intensity and honesty of Haynes’
speech, presented the Humanitarian Award to recently
retired news anchor and
Tampa Bay icon John Wilson,
who just happened to be the
master of ceremony for the
breakfast.
“His morals run very
deep,” said Roundtree. “He
has reached out at events,
touched people’s lives and
has given us not only information, but also thought.”
The morning continued

with various students receiving awards for their determined service of giving back
to their communities. Educational incentive awards were
handed out to Kayla Crawford of Lakewood High
and
Keymaira
School
Pinkney of Gibbs High
School.
Crawford is a member of
the NCNW youth group and
a volunteer at All Children’s
Hospital; Pinkney will earn
her associates in arts degree
from St. Petersburg College
when she graduates from
Gibbs as part of a dual enrollment program. She is a member of the National Honor
Society and aspires to be a pediatrician.
Rajae White of Gibbs received the Carol Walker
Youth Award for his extensive extracurricular activities.
He works as a youth leader in
his church and plans to major
in architectural engineering
in college.
The Brittany Gordon
Award was presented in
honor of Gordon who gave

her life for her country when
a suicide bomber attacked
her unit in Afghanistan. The
award is sponsored by the
Gordon and Rouson families
and was given to James
Chaney, a student at Lakewood High School. Chaney
emulated Gordon’s spirit for
helping others with his efforts to educate youths and
adults so that they may earn
their GED’s. He has a 3.94
grade point average and is
anxiously awaiting word on
acceptance to the Air Force
Academy.
The Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Leadership Awards
Breakfast came to a close
with Reverend Louis Murphy
of Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church receiving the Faith-Based
Award for his work with the
church.
The audience sang “We
Shall Overcome” in hopes
that 2015 will bring talk of all
races and communities coming together to carry the
torch of change and
progress.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
West brought down the house at Greater Mt. Zion Church
From WEST, page 1

“I wouldn’t want to
speak in any other space
but this one tonight in St.
Petersburg!”
Delivering his words
with an often poetic cadence, the erstwhile spoken-word recording artist
touched upon a plethora of
subjects including integrity
in the face of oppression,
what it means to be human,
the state of young people’s
culture today, poverty in
this country and his stance
against the “idolatry of
moneymaking.”
He chided the Wall
Street types in their obsession to make the most
money and possess the
biggest mansions, saying
they’re “suffering from
spiritual malnutrition and
moral constipation,” to
which they need a “little
spiritual laxative to get
things flowing again,” and
added that young people
today lack good examples
to follow.
He stressed the need to
keep discussions honest
and real, and not devolve
into
“deodorized
discourse.” Never one to shy
away from speaking his
mind directly, West, referring to the racial disparity

in schools, unemployment
and decent housing, said:
“Jim Crow didn’t go
away, you have Jim Crow,
Jr.”
“One of the great
achievements of black people historically is what,” he
asked rhetorically. “In the
face of oppression, we try
to keep the focus on integrity!”
Elaborating on the concept of integrity, he stated
that he came from a place
where everyone aspired to
be original, yet among the
young people today he sees
too many “copies.” West
said his generation has
been partly to blame since
for the last 40 years it has
instilled in young people
that the most important
thing is to be successful.
“We have to remind
them that they also have to
be faithful to something
bigger than their success,”
he affirmed. West added
later: “I have nothing
against business; I have so
much against the idolatry
of moneymaking.”
West said one of the
saddest features of young
people’s culture these days
is that they don’t have
groups that sing in har-

mony like the Delfonics,
Temptations or the Marvelettes. He went on to
chastise the select “moneymaking oligarchs” at the
top who control radio,
video, recordings and live
performances today.
“They don’t want that
slow, rich, deep, soul-stirring music that can allow
folks to straighten their
backs up and reflect on
who they are,” West practically growled. He contended that if people are
kept “stimulated and titillated,” then there’s no
need for the Socratic reflection of dealing with what it
means to be human.
He warned that a deeply
materialistic, hedonistic
and narcissistic culture can
make some so obsessed
with pleasure that they
don’t even have access to
real joy. The capitalist market wants, he averred, to
keep people consuming, insatiable and never satisfied
so they are unable to think
and “take time enough to
tell the truth!”
“The condition of truth
for human beings is always
to allow suffering to speak,”
he pointed out. “If the suffering is not speaking you

can rest assure that there is
a large dose of mendacity
operating.”
By way of example, he
noted the paradox of the institution of slavery not
being referenced in the
U.S. Constitution, when
slavery was a precondition
of the Constitution. He admonished the “profound
hypocrisy and mendacity
that allows people to think
that somehow they can live
in a state of denial forever,”
and went on to paraphrase
Malcolm X by stating, “I
don’t care who tells the
truth, I’m just for it!”
West is not only a man
of letters but a man of action. The 61-year-old, who
has taught at Ivy League
colleges and is the author
and co-author of several
books (“Black Prophetic
Fire” is his latest offering),
was arrested for protesting
in Ferguson, Mo. last October.
“What we’re seeing in
Ferguson is the emergence
of a grand awakening of
young folk in the face of oppression of arbitrary police
power, of school systems
that too often produce
soul-murder in our young
people, of massive unem-

ployment that is Depression-like,” he seethed.
West also took aim at
the socioeconomic imbalance in this country, attesting that the number of
people still living in poverty
is a crime against humanity.
He stated it is a “moral
abomination” that in this
country, “the richest nation in the history of the
world,” 22 percent of all
children—no matter what
color—live in poverty.
“How can we live in a
society where one percent
of the nation owns 99 percent of the wealth?” he said,
in obvious disbelief.
Known for criticizing
President Obama for a
number of reasons, West
believes are legitimate—
among them the Wall
Street bailout, Obama’s apparent reluctance to take
action concerning the
country’s poor and the
president’s “war crimes” in
places like Somalia, Yemen
and Pakistan—the authoractivist said that it is important to give such criticism a
voice, no matter who is
president.
“That next president
might do exactly the same
thing, and we want to bring

critique to bear,” West
said, adding that if he and
other African Americans
“didn’t bring that critique to
bear when it was against a
black president, they’ll say,
‘You have no integrity.’”
Often pointing and gesturing to drive home his
points, West elicited energetic cheers, applause and
even laughter from the capacity crowd. Following
the lecture he fielded questions, such as what single
law or institution would he
change in America that
would provide more of a
balance toward justice.
He fired off his answer
without hesitation: “Eliminate poverty,” he said,
adding that historically
African Americans suffer
from too much poverty and
not enough self-love.
“Self-respect, self-love,
self-confidence—that’s spiritual, that’s intangible,
that’s what we try to pass
onto our kids,” West proclaimed. “This is something no one can take away!
Respect yourself!”
This is the first of three
articles in the Heritage Lecture Series.
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2015 MLK PARADE

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2015

2015 BATTLE OF THE BANDS
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